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A 123931 Welcome B Font Packages 
Welcome to the first issue of the Sinclair Desktop Publishing Journal for 1991! for the 
We here at the SDPJ hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday and we are ‘W # @OG @ é Spec Erre 
also looking forward to a great year for Sinclair Desktop Publishers with more Yeu Should Know 
reviews, more in depth DP package uses and plenty of news on new products Abeouti 
and services! Compiled by the SDPJ Staff 
This issue we are going to look at three of the 
We have a big year ahead of us, with more and more Sinclair users becoming most noted font packages available for the 
interested in desktop publishing, so 1 would like to go over some SDPJ| TS2068 and Spectrum computers on this side 


publishing points: of the Atlantic Ocean. The packages are: Jack 
Dohany’s Font Manager, Byte Power’s First 
The SDPJ is Edited by myself, Mike Felerski. It is created using the| Class Fonts I and Bill Ferrebee’s Font Packages. 


Word-Master, Print Factory and Pixel Print Plus desktop publishing programs 

for the TS2068/Spectrum computers. The SDPJ covers desktop publishing for Each package has been reviewed based on font 
TS1000, TS2068, Spectrum, QL and Z88 computers. Since the editor does not editor ease of use, number of fonts and look of 
own a QL or Z88, the SDPJ invites any freelance writers who wish to submit fonts. Each package provides fonts in the 8 x 
articles regarding DP programs or utilities for these systems to send them to 8 pixel (or point) font size, which is the only 
the address below. They must be in 8 1/2" x 11" format (allowing 3/4" left size reviewed (an article discussing larger point 
margin for three hole punch) fonts will be covered in the Spring or Summer 

"91 issue of SDPJ} 

Articles may also be submitted as fallowe In Tasword Il, Spectral Writer, 

MSCRIPT or Word-Master format. They may be supplied on 3" (SSDD) or 3 So now turn to Page Two for a review of each 
V2" (SS, DS, DSDD, 40 or 80 track) diskettes, Articles may also be sent on of the SDPJ’s top three font packages for 1991: 
cassette. 


Spotlight on 
WVideoFace bu 
Romantic Robot 
Ltei. 

By Mike Felerski 
When it comes to the tradition of simple and 
straight forward hardware and software 
Once an article has been published, it becomes the property of the Sinclair| interfaces from Romantic Robot Ltd of Great 
Desktop Publishing Journal and Update Computer Systems Magazine. Articles| Britian, VideoFace is no exception! VideoFace 
may be on any topic releate to desktop publishing, including: Programs,| is a hardware interface and software package 
graphics, fonts, word processing, transfer utilities, printer drivers, printers and for the TS2068 (see note at end of article) and 
various interfaces for any of the above mentioned computers. Sinclair Spectrum which allows the user to 

digitize video images from any composite video 
If you have any questions or wish the return of any materials submitted to| (output) signal. 
the SDPJ, make sure to enclose a Self Addressed Stamped Envelope (remember, 


the SDPJ is not a profit making venture) Composite video (output) signals can be found 
on the back of VCRs, LaserDisc players, some 

Therefore, for all inquiries and submissions, write tœ television receivers and video Camcorders 
(some Camcorders may require an interface) 

The SDPJ This is also the same signal which is output 

e/o Milke F entenr~wici from your TS2068 “monitor” and Spectrum 

1284 Brushwood Avenue RGB port. The output jack is usually an RCA 


Cineinnati, OH 45224 type connector. 
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Byte Power’s First Class Fonts II Jack Dohany’s Font Manager 


Cost: $2295 for Editor, Fonts & Utilities Cost: $20 for Manager, Editor & Fonts. 


Available From: Available From: 
Byte Power Magazine Jack Dohany 
1748 Meadowview Avenue 390 Rutherford 


Pickering, ON LIV 3G8 Canada 


First Class Fonts II is a font and utilities package which |Like many of his other software products, Jack Dohany’s 
follows the Byte Power standard of “Powerful yet Simple” |"Font Manager" is a very inter-active program. The top 
software which became so popular in BP’s Print Factory /third of the screen displays the current font, the center third 


series of Desktop Publishing programs. Bare in mind that |displays the buffer font, and the bottom third contains the 
First Class Fonts Il arrived on the scene first. - 


Byte Power's 
. program Fonts Il 
First Class Fonts If includes a <Point and 
l Click> font Definer and 
Egapuier Thin (TS2045 and compaitibie 
pasy Read = ONLY) word 
BH SuPer bald ee 
fucurtscie Bis Bold The program also holds 28 
PUURA iles style fonts in its library for 
g Eritz LOADing, SAVing and 
Sinclair TDA editing (aka font Defining} 
Steaci 1de 


The most notable feature 
it Fantasy lacking is the ability to 
if Space modify the program for 


disk 1/0. There is no BASIC available to modify as there is 
in the Print Factory programs. So all LOADing and SAVing 
is via cassette. 


The First Class Fonts II package also includes four utility 
programs: 64 Column Print, Double Print, Real Double Print, 
and Olde English. All of these are screen utilities 64 
Column print is for printing 64 columns of text (1/2 wide 
characters) on screen similar to Zebra Systems’ OS64 or 
Tasman Software’s Taswide. 


Double Print is a utility 
used to print any regular 
8x8 pixel character font 
as a 16 pixel or point 
high character. Real 
Double is a utility which 
prints TRUE 16 point 
high characters to screen. 


FURST GLASS FONTS II 


Number of fonts in package: f§ 
Includes font editor: E Yes 
D No 


Disk I/O: psi BASIC 
Separate Versions 

B None Supported 

B TS2068 

B Spectrum 

Ease of Use: g 

Users Manual: 


Olde English allows the 
user to create SCREEN$s 
consisting of 24x24 pixel 
“Olde English" characters 
(Caps ONLY} Each of 
the utilities is BRBAR A Deniepenececen eons anemones 
semi-relocatable and can be used within the user’s own 
programs. 


Versions: 


Finally, there is a DEMO program to show off and explain 
each of the utilities First Class Fonts II includes a four page 
users manual. 


menu command choices. 


Iin addition to 


displaying font 
t 
Fonts From dack Dohany’s information, Font 
Manager al 
Font Manager 
. displays the UDGs 
ih fold] peno Ga ets 
er 
Cite Bold? Creak Graphics) which 
ib a4 pies ; Fa baud “tag” along with a 
BETLI font in the font 
aat AY library. It is 
i z important to note 
a these wee tut as fc Hak Fak 
11104 ere is also a i 
Script and Greek Alphabet Manager is the 
i Font and 5 UDGs. only font 
editor/manager 


program which directly supports UDGs. Font Manager can 
hold a font library of up to 20 fonts and a buffer font in 
memory at one time. 


Font libraries, UDGs and individual fonts may be SAVEd 
and LOADed. There is also a command to save a (backup) 
copy of the program itself. Both cassette and popular North 
American disk interfaces are supported. 


Font Manager includes a Font Editor which uses arrow keys 
or a joystick to manipulate a cursor for "Pixel" toggling. 


Sap) ates 
font packages 


Includes font editor: E Yes 
0 No 


Disk I70: @Via BASIC e 
O Separate Versions È 
D None Supported 

TS2068 

Spectrum 


Versions: 


Ease of Use: 
Users Manual: 


Friendly” nature of the E 
program itself. Font Manager is very flexable and does 
everything needed to manage, edit, an view fonts. 


See page three for the review of Bill Ferrebee’s 
Font Editor and Font Packages. 
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Bil Ferrebee’s 
Font 
Pack ages 
ane Font 
Hef ter 


Cost: Varies depending on package 
($9.95 to $19.95) 


Available From: 


Mountaineer Software 
749 Hill Street Na 9 


Parkersburg, WV 26104 


RMG Enterprises 
1419 1/2 7th Street 
Oregon City, OR 97045 
(603) 655-7484 


The Mountaineer Software fonts are 
the same fonts originally sold for 
Pixel Print users. At that time each 
package of fonts was sold individualy. 
Now all three pakages including the 


Winter 1991 


Bill Ferrebee’s to create characters, ls ako used 

to make selections - : 

Font Pacage(s) a ee vad 

the 16 point font editor package comes 

Package 1 Package 2 Package 3 twelve 16 point fonts. There are also 

INE Hines ea turie o two MEGA font packages available (both 

CIL Q the 16 point fonts, editor and MEGAfonts 

PIAN A will be discussed in a future issue of the 
ierta sire lair ERN E 
5x5 drix b 
Chancery : 


Font Designer/Manager is available in 
one set. 


Several of the fonts are impressive. 
The Font Designer/Manager is simple 
and straight forward, it is BASIC 
modifiable for disk 1/0, and it gets the 
job done. But like Jack Dohany’s Font 
Manager, it lacks the flair of Byte 
Power’s Font Definer. 


A separate package available is a 16 
point font editor program. Here the 
joystick not only sets and resets pixels 


Includes font editor: Yes 
o No 
Via BASIC 
Separate Versions 
B None Supported 
: BTS2066 
Spectr 


Disk I/70: 


AANS AAA a OREO oe 


een 


WidwewF mec 
(From front page) 


Package Overview 


The Romantic Robot interface plugs 
into the back of the TS2068 (see note 
at end of article) or Spectrum and 
has a “Feed-Thru” connector on its 
back. The interface has a red and 
green LED on its front, a contrast 
adjustment knob on top, and a female 
RCA type jack on its left side. 


The green LED indicates the presence 
of a composite video signal at the 
(RCA) input jack. The red LED 
indicates that the software is in 
“Scanning Mode", which | will discuss 
later. The contrast knob on top is to 
adjust the black and white picture 


contrast of the scanned image(s) as 
they are displayed on screen and stored 
within the computers memory. The 
(RCA) composite video signal input jack 
is used to connect the interface to the 
composite video source via a male RCA 
to male RCA patch cable (a shielded 
cable is recommended and is available 
from any Radio Shack store), 


The “Scanning” software comes on 
cassette, in the form of a BASIC 
program and companion machine code. 
One of the important features is that 
the SAVE (as well as the programs 
machine code LOADing) is via BASIC. 
So is the COPY statement for printer 
output. This means that the BASIC 
may be modified for Disk 1/0 and 
various printer interface drivers! 


estes 


Up until now, we have only discussed 
Word-Master as a word processor and 
a file handler. This installment of 
the Word-Master articles will focus in 
on Typeliner, "The Desktop Publisher” 
program for use within Word-Master. 


As discussed in previous articles, 
Word-Master allows you to load in 


sub-programs, or what I call “Modules”. 


These modules are mini machine code 
programs which are executed from the 
File Handling menu of Word-Master. 
The Typeliner module itself is a desktop 
publishing program which allows you to 


Using the package 


Once the hardware interface is plugged 
into the back of the computer, the 
composite video signal cable is plugged 
in, and the video source is turned 
"ON", the computer may then be 
powered up and the software is 
LOADed. Once the porgram has loaded, 
it auto-runs and produces the Main 
Menu on screen. The main menu has 
the following options: 
(c) 1987 BY PMS 

Z OR ‘SPACE’ = STOP SCANNING 
Q’ OR P = START SCANNING 
’S = SAVE SCREEN 1 TO 6 OR ALL 
'C = COPY 
'E = EXIT TO MENU 
U = STEP SCREENS 
© = MOVE SCANNONG LEFT 
*e’ = MOVE SCANNING RIGHT 
*? = MOVE SCANNING UP 

= MOVE SCANNING DOWN 


’A’ = ANIMATION ( 6 SCREEN$ ) 
F = FAST 


format text (including fonts) and 
graphics (SCREEN$s) in order to 
produce an 8 1/2” x 11" page. 


'S = SLOW 
ADJUST LEVEL CONTROL FOR 
THE BEST RESULTS 


Let us now consider how a desktop 
published page comes together from 


(Please turn to Page 4.) 


PRESS: ' = START SCANNING 
"2 = ANIMATION ON 
° = ANIMATION OFF 


(Continued on next page. 
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Videc F acea... 


Pressing the Z’ key or SPACE BAR 
takes you into the scanning mode. 
Here, the pictures and images from 
the video source are displayed on the 
screen. At this point you may make 
adjustments to the (black and white) 
contrast knob for picture quality, 
remembering that "What you see is 
what you get"—almost! Remember 
that your monitor has a contrast as 


too dark, until ] printed out the picture 
to the printer. It then did not look 
nearly as dark. That is when I 
realized | had dimmed the screen when 
I was word processing! 


When, during the scan, you see 


to allow for the time it takes for you 
to: 


1) Realize this is the image you wish 
to save, 


2) Press the STOP key, 


3) allow the computer to realize it 
must stop! 


Once the scanning has stopped, you 
may view the six saved images, save 
any one or all of the six images (as 
SCREEN$s), COPY (via TS2040 or your 
own full size printer code) any picture, 
or animate the six images. If none of 
the images are what you want, you 
can start scanning all over again! 


One additional feature is the ability to 


- adjust the scanning picture up, down, 


seit and right during scanning. This 
feature is needed because SCREEN$s 
only include the very center of a 
composite video screen display. Thus, 
if your image is a bit to the left and 
out of the SCREEN$ area, you could 
use the arrow key to bring the image 
into the SCREENS area. 
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In all, the VideoFace digitizer from 
Romantic Robot is a high quality add 
on for the Sinclair Spectrum family of 
computers. It is supplied in an 
attractive, customized case and it does 
what it promises to do The only 
thing lacking is indepth documentation 
with helpful digitizing hints. 


The VideoFace Digitizer is available on 
sale for ‘29.95 from: 


Romantic Robot UK Ltd. 


indicates the VideoFace may be 


plugged into the back of a TS2068 


responsibility for damage to 
hardware based on information 
provided in its newsletter. 


TwPeelime:-... 

the start (see Figure 1} There are 
several different starting points such 
as creating a graphic, capturing a 
graphic or just typing in an article 
from a word processor. As seen in 
Figure 1, text for desktop publishing 


AW 


A 


“ar 


may be entered with Word-Master or 
loaded from an alternate word 
processing program such as MScript. 
Graphics (SCREEN$s) may be loaded 
into Word-Master (via the File 
Handling feature) from such sources 
as video digitizers, or graphic art 
programs. 


Once the text and graphics are 


selected and loaded into Word-Master 
file handling, Word-Master fonts may 
be loaded. Finally, the Typeliner 
program module itself is loaded and 
executed drawing in all of the 
elements to create the page. Once in 
Typeliner, text is formated into any 
size or shape column, and placed 
anywhere on the page. In the same 
manner, graphics are added to the 
page. Fonts and text justification are 
changed via commands within the text 
file itself. Finishing touches of boxes 
and lines are then added in almost 
any size or shape, anywhere on the 
page via Typeliner itself. 


Finally, Typeliner provides draft 
printing, Near Letter Quality (three 
pass printing) or disk (/cassette) 
output of the final resulting page. 


Now for a few bits and pieces: 


This issue was prepared entirely with 
Word-Master, Typeliner, Art Studio, 
and Print Factory's Quick Screen. 


There is no doubt that Word-Master, 
Headliner and Typeliner are together 
"The Most Versatile" desktop publishing 
package available for the Sinclair 
Spectrum computers. It is also this 
author’s opinion that it rivals any 
package available on any _ eight-bit 
computer system! 


Typeliner, etc. should be sent tœ 


RMG 
1419 1/2 7Th Street 
Oregon City, OR 97045 


(503) 655-7484 


Ea N emma ee 
Last Minute Detala... 


Next issue, look for the SDPJ'’s first 
annual “Product Roundup”, a 16 point 
font review, a look at VectorWare’s 
PIX-FX and the latest on the NEW 


REMEMBER 
SUPPORT YOU SINCLAIR DEALERS! 


